
The basics everyone needs: a one-page overview of Celebrate 3.21, a public FAQ, a Language Matters

guide, a Where Does My Donation Go? explainer, a brand sheet for partners, a poster, coloring pages,

and digital extras (a video-call background, a profile frame, and an email signature).

WHAT’ S I NSI D E

1 What is Celebrate 3.21? 2 Public FAQ

3 Language Matters 4 Where does my donation go?

5 Brand sheet for partners 6 “Different Looks Good Here” poster

7 Coloring pages 8 Digital extras
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CE LE BRAT E  3 . 2 1  ·  UN I V E RSA L K I T

Universal Starter
Kit

For everyone, everywhere
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WHAT  I S  CELEBRAT E 3 . 2 1 ?

A  C O N T I N U E  T H E  S T O R Y  I N I T I AT I V E

What is
Celebrate 3.21?
Celebrate 3.21 is a community movement for World Down
Syndrome Day, March 21. We’re inviting every business,

school, church, family, and organization to show up for

people with Down syndrome, starting in Canal Winchester,

Ohio, in 2027.

The question: can a whole community show up for 3.21?
The message: You are valued. You belong here. We celebrate you.

WHAT I S D OWN SY ND ROME ?

A person has an extra copy of
chromosome 21. It happens
naturally, in every kind of family.

WHY  3/ 21?

Three copies of chromosome 21.
The UN recognized World Down
Syndrome Day in 2011.

HOW MA NY ?

About 5,700 babies with Down
syndrome are born in the U.S.
each year.

FI VE  WA Y S A NY ONE  CA N SHOW UP

ROCK
Wear fun,

mismatched socks

SHARE
Post about it

3.21

DISPLAY
Put up a sign

GIVE
Give, if you’d like

CREATE
Make it yours

WHO TA K E S P A RT K E Y  D ATE S 2027 G E T I NVOLVE D

Visit Celebrate321.org, follow
@handle , and post with

#Celebrate321 and
#WorldDownSyndromeDay.

Businesses & employers

Schools & preschools

Churches

Families & neighbors

City, first responders &
community groups

3.21 Week: March 15–21

Rock Your Socks: Friday,
March 19

World Down Syndrome Day:
Sunday, March 21
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U NI V ERSAL KI T  ·  FAQ

QUE STI ONS

Frequently asked questions
Share this page, post it on your website, or use it to answer questions from your community.

What is World Down Syndrome Day?
A worldwide day, every March 21, to celebrate people with
Down syndrome and raise awareness. The United Nations
recognized it in 2011, and it was first observed in 2012.

Why March 21?
People with Down syndrome have three copies of
chromosome 21, so 3/21.

What is Down syndrome?
A naturally occurring genetic condition in which a person has
an extra copy of chromosome 21. It isn’t caused by anything a
parent did.

What is Celebrate 3.21?
A community movement inviting everyone to show up for
people with Down syndrome. It’s a program of Continue the
Story, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.

Why socks?
Bright, mismatched socks are a fun way to say “different
looks good here,” and they start conversations.

Do I have to donate?
No. Celebrate 3.21 is about participation, not donations.

Giving is always optional.

March 21, 2027 is a Sunday. When do we
celebrate?
All week: 3.21 Week is March 15–21. Most schools and
businesses rock their socks on Friday, March 19.

Who can take part?
Everyone: businesses, schools, churches, families, city
leaders, first responders, and community groups.

How do I sign up?
Visit Celebrate321.org [confirm link] . Individuals and
families don’t need to sign up. Just join in and post!

Where do donations go?
To Continue the Story, designated for Celebrate 3.21. See
“Where does my donation go?” in this kit.

Is it political or religious?
No. It’s a celebration of people. Organizations of every
background take part.

Can I share photos of people with Down
syndrome?
Only with their permission (and their family’s, for children).
Let people tell their own stories.

I have a family member with Down syndrome.
How can we help?
We’d love your voice! See the Family Ambassador Kit, or
contact us at [email] .

Can my community do this too?
Yes! We’re building a “Bring 3.21 to Your Community” kit so
any town can host its own campaign.
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U NI V ERSAL KI T  ·  LANG U AG E MAT T ERS

L A NG UA G E  MATTE RS

Words that celebrate
Words shape how we see each other. These simple swaps put the person first and keep the focus on

celebration.

SAY THIS INSTEAD OF

A person with
Down syndrome

A Down’s person, a Downs kid

Has Down
syndrome

Suffers from, is afflicted with, is
a victim of

Down syndrome Down’s syndrome (common in
the U.K.; “Down syndrome” is the
U.S. usage)

A baby with Down
syndrome

A Down syndrome baby

Typical / typically
developing

Normal, healthy (as the
opposite)

Intellectual
disability

The r-word (never), “slow”

Adults with Down
syndrome

“Kids,” “angels,” “forever
children”

Celebrate,
include, belong

Pity, brave, burden, “despite their
disability”

P E RSON-FI RST VS.  I D E NTI TY -FI RST

Many people with Down syndrome and their
families prefer person-first language (“person
with Down syndrome”). Many autistic adults
prefer identity-first language (“autistic person”).
The best rule: ask, and use what the person

prefers.

A VOI D  “I NSP I RATI ON” STORI E S

People with Down syndrome aren’t here to inspire
others. Celebrate them for who they are: friends,
coworkers, students, athletes, artists, and

neighbors.

I F Y OU HE A R THE  R-WORD

Stay calm and kind: “Hey, that word hurts people.
Could you use a different one?”

TA L K  TO THE  P E RSON

Speak directly to a person with
Down syndrome, not only to their
parent or companion.

G I VE  TI ME

Some people need a little more
time to answer. Wait, and don’t
finish their sentences.

A D ULTS A RE  A D ULTS

Use the same tone and words you
would with any adult.
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U NI V ERSAL KI T  ·  WHERE D O ES MY D O NAT I O N G O ?

TRA NSP A RE NCY

Where does my donation go?
Celebrate 3.21 is a participation movement first. For those who choose to give, here’s exactly how it

works.

WHO RE CE I VE S G I FTS

Celebrate 3.21 is a program of Continue the Story, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit. Gifts are made to Continue the
Story and designated for Celebrate 3.21.

EIN: [EIN]

HOW G I FTS A RE  USE D

[__%]
Campaign materials
Window clings, signs, socks, and
printed kits

[__%]
Families & programs
[Programs and support for people

with Down syndrome and their
families]

[__%]
Community events
Celebrations and gatherings that
bring everyone together

[__%]
Local partners
[Grants or gifts to local Down

syndrome organizations, if
applicable]

WA Y S TO G I VE

TA X RE CE I P TS

Gifts to a 501(c)(3) are generally tax-deductible

as allowed by law. Continue the Story sends

receipts. Ask your tax advisor about your
situation.

OUR P ROMI SE

Online: Celebrate321.org/give [confirm]

Check: payable to Continue the Story, memo
“Celebrate 3.21”

At a participating business: round-up or QR
sign

Businesses: see the Business Give Kit

Clear, honest reporting after every campaign

A public recap of what gifts made possible

Never pressuring anyone to give

Questions about giving? Contact [Name] · [phone] · [email].
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U NI V ERSAL KI T  ·  BRAND  SHEET

FOR P A RTNE RS

Brand sheet
Partners are welcome to use the Celebrate 3.21 logo and colors to show they’re taking part. A few simple

rules keep it looking great.

HORI ZONTA L  L OG O STA CK E D  L OG O

COL ORS

Navy
#17365D

Blue
#1976C9

Yellow
#FFD447

Sky
#E8F5FA

Coral
#FF8A65

FONTS

Baloo 2 for headlines

Karla for body text

Both are free on Google Fonts.

D O P L E A SE  D ON’ T

Use the logo as provided

Keep space around it

Use it on white or light
backgrounds (or in a white
box)

Pair it with #Celebrate321

Stretch, recolor, or add
effects

Change the words or
numbers

Suggest Celebrate 3.21
endorses a product

Use it on fundraising without
the Give Kit wording

Taglines you can use: “Different looks good here.” · “You are valued. You belong here. We celebrate you.” · “Show
up for 3.21.”   Need logo files? Contact [Name] · [phone] · [email].
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U NI V ERSAL KI T  ·  PO ST ER

Different
looks good

here.
Celebrating people with Down syndrome

World Down Syndrome Day · March 21 · #Celebrate321
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U NI V ERSAL KI T  ·  CO LO RI NG  PAG E

Color the socks!Color the socks!

Name: 
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U NI V ERSAL KI T  ·  CO LO RI NG  PAG E

Happy 3.21!Happy 3.21!

DifferentDifferent
looks goodlooks good

here!here!

Name: 


